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TERROR AUSTRALIS READERS AND WRITERS FESTIVAL 2019 (TAF2019) 

‘MURDER SHE WROTE’, 31 Oct - 3 Nov 2019 

 

WHAT’S DOES THIS FESTIVAL OFFER? 

 

The Terror Australis Readers and Writers Festival is Tasmania’s newest biennial 

literary festival.  

Join us at Halloween 2019 for Murder She Wrote, a celebration of women 

writers of crime fiction past and present. 

Featuring Tara Moss, Kerry Greenwood and Sulari Gentill, we have a panellist 

line-up to die for and a four day program jam-packed with incisive panels, 

grave workshops and deadly festivities. 

Set in the historic village of Cygnet, filled with the finest victi…ah, victuals the 

Huon Valley has to offer, TAF2019 is your chance to explore dangerous stories, 

expand your nefarious knowledge and connect through wicked words. 

 

WHO IS THE FESTIVAL FOR? 

 

 Crime Fiction Lovers With a mix of Murder She Wrote-themed panel 

sessions, book celebrations and intimate author events, the program 

will offer crime fiction lovers the chance to hear from and chat with 

some of Australia’s best and brightest crime fiction authors. 

 Writers There’s something for writers at every career stage, from 

introductory writing workshops through to masterclasses on how to 

hone a manuscript, edit and pitch it to a publisher – including the 

opportunity to pitch to publishers for real industry feedback.   

 Readers Reading is for everyone! In addition to the ticketed program, 

the festival also offers a four day program of free community events 

including a children’s program, book parties, an enormous book and 

author room, book launches and book signings. 
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WHY A LITERARY FESTIVAL IN THE HUON VALLEY? 

 

TAF2019 isn’t just a literary festival, it’s also a literacy festival. 

Like the rest of Tasmania, the Huon Valley has a functional literacy rate of just 

50%. There are some wonderful organisations working to raise that 

percentage, and some inspiring individuals who’ve worked hard to improve 

their literacy as adults.  

So alongside our Murder She Wrote program, celebrating the women of 

crime fiction, we’ll spend four days exploring new books to read, connecting 

readers and writers with each other and expanding the love of reading in the 

Huon Valley. 

 

MURDER SHE WROTE PANELLISTS 

 

Headliners 

 Tara Moss, author of the best-selling Mak Vanderwall, PI series, journalist 

and outspoken advocate for children’s and women’s rights. 

 Kerry Greenwood, creator of the phenomenally successful Miss Fisher’s 

Murder Mysteries and the foodie mystery lovers’ Corinna Chapman 

series. 

 Sulari Gentill, 2018 winner of the Ned Kelly Award (Australia’s top crime 

fiction award) and author of the much-loved Rowland Sinclair mystery 

series.  

 

Panellists 

 Dr Joanna Baker, sixth generation Tasmanian and author of the Hobart-

set The Slipping Place. Huon Valley-based. 

 Lindy Cameron, publisher-in-chief at Clan Destine Press, President of 

Sisters in Crime Australia and author of the Kit O’Malley, PI series. 

Melbourne based. 

 Jack Heath, token bloke at Murder She Wrote, is an award-winning 

children’s and YA writer and now writes adult crime fiction. Jack spent 

a year reading exclusively novels written by women. Canberra based. 

 Meg Keneally, one-time journalist and author of the Australian-set 

Monsarrat historical murder mystery series (co-author Tom Keneally). 

Sydney based. 

 Dr Angela Meyer, author of A Superior Spectre and head of Echo 

Publishing, publisher of award-winning adult fiction, crime fiction and 

queer fiction including the Tattooist of Auschwitz, Resurrection Bay and 

Ida. Melbourne based. 
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 Dr L.J.M. Owen, TAF2019 Director and author of the archaeological 

mystery series Dr Pimms, Intermillennial Sleuth. Huon Valley- and 

Canberra-based. 

 Dr Tansy Rayner Roberts, award winning author of the Hobart-set 

Tabitha Darling culinary crime series (under the pen-name Livia Day). 

Hobart based. 

 Dr Angela Savage, Director of Writers Victoria and award winning 

crime fiction novelist, author of the Jayne Keeney, PI series. Melbourne 

based. 

 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Murder She Wrote: Panel Sessions Two days of examinations, 

interrogations and line-ups 

 Hall of Writers A day-long book room where readers meet authors and 

their books. For Australian crime fiction, Tasmanian crime fiction and 

Tasmanian children’s authors and publishers and local Huon Valley 

authors of any ilk. 

 Masterclasses and Workshops Gain knowledge and confidence from a 

series of writing workshops and manuscript masterclasses, as well as 

pitching to publishers and agents for real industry feedback 

 Noir at the Bar Dress up for a 1920s speakeasy of jazz, spoken word and 

illegal cocktails 

 Curse of the Sphinx: Murder Mystery Dinner Can you catch a killer in 

1920s Cairo before anyone else? 

 NaNoWriMo Program Includes three days of writing bliss in a quiet zone 

 Youth Writer Residencies At locations across the Huon Valley 

 Children’s Program Includes readings and workshops, a writing 

competition and a Halloween party 

 Terror Australis Festival Art Competition In conjunction with the Huon Art 

Exhibition Group 

 There will also be an extensive Foodie Program, featuring the best 

produce the Huon Valley has to offer. 

 

TICKETS 

 

 The full program of ticketed events, panel sessions, workshops and 

masterclasses will be available in February. Earlybird tickets will go on 

sale in April. 
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 For the exclusive opportunity to purchase a pre-sale Golden Ticket (a 

weekend pass including all panel sessions and the murder mystery 

dinner), sign up for #TAF2019 Updates on the festival website at 

www.terroraustralisfestival.com 

 TAF2019 is for everyone! The festival will include a four day program of 

free community events, including children’s events, book parties, an 

enormous book and author room, book launches and book signings. 

 

KEY DATES 

 

January 

 Key organisational volunteers sought 

 Preferred accommodation providers sought 

 Sponsors sought 

February 

 Full program announced 

 Call-out for Hall of Writers authors and publishers 

 Art competition announcement 

March 

 Festival fundraising drive in conjunction with MATCH Lab 

 Operational volunteers sought 

April 

 Earlybird tickets on sale 

October 

 Festival begins on Halloween 2019! 

 

TAF2019 TEAM 

 

 Dr L.J.M. Owen, Festival Director. Author, archaeologist, librarian and 

serious caffeine addict. Huon Valley-based. 

 Felicity Lemon, Festival Administrator. Filer extraordinaire. 

 Trish Tinkler, Program Manager. Organisational guru, girl-gamer and 

passionate eco-warrior/educator.  Huon Valley-based. 

 Ann Martin, Children’s Program Manager. Children’s author, 

indefatigable advocate for literacy, refugees and human rights. Huon 

Valley-based. 

http://www.terroraustralisfestival.com/
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 Abra Pressler, Social Media Manager. Writer, cat lover and member of 

the ACT Writers Centre Board. Canberra based. 

 Suzy Manigian, Production Director. Creative set designer, former 

manager of the main stage at the Sydney Writers Festival. Huon-Valley 

based. 

 Dr Helen Merrick, Operations Manager. Lapsed academic, inveterate 

bookworm, PhD wrangler and editor. Huon-Valley based. 

 Natalie Aked, Volunteer Co-ordinator. Volunteer co-ordinator for the 

National Botanic Gardens, seriously passionate advocate of literacy for 

all. Canberra based. 

 

Some volunteer positions, including members of the organising committee, 

are yet to be filled.  

 

GOVERNANCE 

MATCH Lab 

TAF2019 has been accepted into the Creative Partnerships Australia (CPA) 

MATCH Lab program. Every dollar raised through fundraising and sponsorship 

will be matched with another dollar from MATCH Lab.  

Tax deductible donations for the festival made through CPA will also be 

matched.  

 

Auspicious Arts Projects Inc. 

TAF2019 will be auspiced by Auspicious Arts Projects Inc. They provide 

oversight to all budgetary and workforce aspects of the project, as well as 

$20m public liability insurance. 

 

APPROVED QUOTES 

 

Murder She Wrote Panellists 

 

‘I have never anticipated a festival more than I anticipate TAF2019! What an 

incredible opportunity for readers, aspiring and emerging writers, and 

passionate authors and publishers, to mix and celebrate the written word 

(and local food and drink) in Tassie.’ 

ANGELA MEYER 
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‘Anytime you gather storytellers in the same place, creative magic happens. 

When that place is as beautiful and special as Cygnet, the magic is powerful 

indeed.  I can’t wait to be back in Tasmania, to be inspired by Cygnet and 

the wonderful writers attending Terror Australis Festival, and to share our love 

of the craft with all those who join us.’ 

SULARI GENTILL 

 

‘There are so many authors I admire on the program, and I’m always looking 

for an excuse to visit Tassie... The Terror Australis Festival is shaping up to be 

the highlight of my year! I especially can’t wait to meet all the bookworms, 

young and old.’ 

 JACK HEATH 

 

‘While I’m thrilled to be part of the Terror Australis Festival and can’t wait to 

share my passion for reading and writing with locals and visitors alike, make 

no mistake: behind the friendly exterior, in my imagination, I’ll be finding the 

menace in your beautiful environment, turning your excellent local wines and 

produce into poison, scattering your exquisite Huon Valley with dead 

bodies…’ 

ANGELA SAVAGE 

 

‘Tasmania has always been a magical place to me, and I’m so excited to be 

visiting it in the context of two of my favourite pastimes, reading and writing.’ 

MEG KENEALLY 

  

‘As a local writer it's so exciting to see a festival like this coming to Cygnet. I 

hope that the Tasmanian landscape inspires all these writers to come back 

and write books set here! There are so many pretty spots around our state 

where a fictional body or two could be discovered.’ 

TANSY RAYNER ROBERTS 

 

‘Readers will get a kick out of meeting their favourite authors and discovering 

new ones; and writersfledgling, emerging or established and in any 

genrecan soak up the clues while some of the county's best writers talk 

crime and mystery, red herrings and McGuffins, blood splatter, alibis and 

where the bodies are buried...’ 

LINDY CAMERON 

 

‘I can't think of a better place for a bit of (fictional) murder and mayhem 

than the heart of the Huon in Tasmania. What a treat for readers and writers 
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this festival will be, with food and wine to delight the taste buds and criminal 

minds to spark the imagination.’ 

LINDY CAMERON 

 

‘Murder She Wrote describes so many people I know. I’m thrilled to join quite 

a few of them for Terror Australis in 2019.’ 

LINDY CAMERON 

 

 

Festival Organisers 

 

‘Once in a lifetime, if you’re lucky, you get to create a brand new event to 

celebrate everything you love. For me, those lovesthose passionsare 

reading, writing and crime fiction, and that event is the Terror Australis 

Readers and Writers Festival in the gorgeous Huon Valley.’ 

L.J.M. OWEN 

 

‘I'm excited to showcase the Huon Valley’s literary talents, and to work with 

our young and adult writers. We're determined to offer local pathways for 

emerging writers, so attracting this calibre of panellists to share their 

knowledge is an absolute triumph.’ 

TRISH TINKLER 

 

‘I'm looking forward to meeting people, networking and having fun at 

#TAF2019. Overall, I'm excited to bring the inner workings of the writing and 

publishing industry to a small corner of beautiful Tasmania and share my 

passion for the craft.’ 

ABRA PRESSLER 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Website: www.terroraustralisfestival.com 

Facebook: @TerrorAustralisFestival 

Twitter: @TerrorAustFest 

Instagram: @terroraustralisfestival 
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MEDIA ENQUIRIES 

Please direct all interview and media enquiries to Felicity at: 

enquiries@terroraustralisfestival.com 

Interviews with Murder She Wrote headliners, panellists, other authors and 

supporters will be co-ordinated though the TAF2019 team. 


